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Resolution of 21 April 2020, from Instituto Social de la Marina (Social Marine Institute, ISM. Ministry 

of Inclusion, Social Security and Migration), adopting measures due to the health crisis caused by 

COVID-19. 

 

Royal Decree 463/2020, declaring in Spain the State of Alarm for the management of the health crisis 

caused by Covid-19, establishes measures that include restrictions to the freedom of movement of 

people. Consequently, it is necessary to adopt a series of additional measures to avoid the loss of 

validity of certain certificates and the damage that this could cause to seafarers and companies in the 

sector. 

 

For all this and by virtue of the powers conferred by Royal Decree 504/2011, on the organic structure 

and functions of the Social Marine Institute (ISM), I hereby state:   

 

First. Certificates of minimum standard of proficiency for persons in charge of medical care on board 

ship (STCW A-VI/4-2) 

 

The validity of first aid and medical care training certificates is considered extended for a maximum 

period of six months from their expiration date. 

 

Second. Medicines chests and medical equipment certificates (MLC 2006 standard A4.1.4) 

 

1. The validity of the certificates of the compulsory medicines chest and medical equipment is 

considered extended for a maximum period of six months from the expiration date of the previous 

certificate. 

In those cases, in which an extension of the validity of said certificates has been previously granted 

by the Social Marine Institute, the validity of said extension is considered extended for a maximum 

additional period of six months. 

 

2. Shipowners of those vessels who cannot benefit of the extensions mentioned in the previous 

paragraphs, may request the review of the certification of their medicines chest by presenting the 

correspondent request trough the Electronic Registry of the Social Security. 

The processing of these requests will be done electronically and will not be affected by the 

cancellation of administrative deadlines established in Royal Decree 463/2020, bearing in mind that 

its continuation and resolution is essential for the operation of the companies of the maritime / 

fishing sector, considered as an essential service during the alarm state. 
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Third. Medical certificates (MLC 2006 standard A1.2)   

 

The validity of medical certificates regulated in Royal Decree 1696/2007 is considered extended for a 

maximum period of six months.  

 

Likewise, Spanish Maritime Authorities will temporarily exempt from the requirement of having a 

medical certificate of fitness for boarding, established in the Regulation on Ship Clearance, approved 

by Order of January 18, 2000, to crew members who join for the first time a ship or those who cannot 

benefit of the extension mentioned in the previous paragraph. In these second case, the Spanish 

Maritime Authorities should bear in mind the last medical certificate made to the person of interest 

attesting their fitness to perform the duties they are to carry at sea. 

 

Fourth. Repeal 

 

Resolution of 16 March 2020 from ISM is repealed. 

 

Madrid, 21 de abril de 2020. EL DIRECTOR DEL INSTITUTO SOCIAL DE LA MARINA, Luis Casqueiro 

Barreiro.  

BOE Nº 113, de 23 de abril de 2020. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


